


Many of you are aware that Daniel Vestal, Executive Coordinator of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, will retire
at the end of June after years of faithful service to moderate Baptists. A search committee has been appointed and
they are seeking input from the larger CBF family. Please read this article for more information about the search
process and information about sharing your own thoughts with the search committee.

CBF Executive Coordinator Search Committee Seeks Feedback from Fellowship

By Lance Wallace

ATLANTA — The 10-member search committee tasked with finding a replacement for Daniel Vestal as the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship executive coordinator met for the first time in Dallas in early January.

The diverse group focused its energies in the initial meeting on getting to know each other, building consensus on
a process and describing a timeline in liturgical terms.

“I'd say where we are right now is prayerful discernment,” said George Mason, chair of the search committee and
pastor of Wilshire Baptist Church in Dallas. “This is really the Lenten season of our journey together as a commit-
tee. We are praying, we are reflecting and we are listening for direction from God.”

Mason said the committee is receiving nominations and applications through the secure e-mail address,
CBFsearchcommittee@gmail.com, and encouraged the Fellowship community to respond with names. The com-
mittee also created an online guestionnaire to survey the Fellowship on qualities that would be needed in the next
executive coordinator.

“During this phase of the search, we will focus on gathering names,” Mason said. “We probably won't begin to
look seriously at names and candidates until after Easter. As that season of new beginnings unfolds, we believe
our work will match that spirit.”

Mason said it is unlikely the committee will have a candidate by the time Vestal officially retires on June 30.

“We are not going to rush through this,” Mason said. “This is a crucial time for the Fellowship, and we are going to
take this task seriously and follow a deliberate and Spirit-led process.”

The committee is made up of the following members:

* Colleen Burroughs, CBF Moderator and vice president of Passport Inc., ex officio member.

¢ Jack Glasgow, senior pastor of Zebulon Baptist Church, Zebulon, N.C., and former national moderator of
CBF.

¢ Wendell Griffen, pastor of New Millennium Church, Little Rock, Ark., and a former Arkansas Court of z
Appeals judge.

¢ LeAnn Gunter Johns, of Macon, Ga., former church staff member at churches in Georgia and California
and current steering committee member of Baptist Women in Ministry of Georgia.

* Cynthia Holmes, attorney in private practice in St. Louis, Mo., and former national moderator of CBF. She is a
current member of the Coordinating Council’s Personnel Committee.

* Kyle Reese, senior pastor of Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Fla.
* Artemia Tamayo, church administrator of Memorial Baptist Church, Arlington, Va.

* Tony Vincent, minister of Christian education at Trinity Baptist Church, Seneca, S.C., and current member of
the CBF Coordinating Council.

¢ Joy Yee, pastor of Nineteenth Avenue Baptist Church in San Francisco, Calif., and former national CBF
moderator.

CBF is a fellowship of Baptist Christians and churches who share a passion for the Great Commission and a
commitment to Baptist principles of faith and practice. The Fellowship’s mission is to serve Christians and
churches as they discover and fulfill their God-given mission.
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UBC In Brief

Honduras Team Report
Those who traveled with Baptist Medical and Dental Mission International
will share about their recent trip on Wednesday, February 1.

Back Door Coffeehouse

This month’s Back Door will meet on Friday, February 3
at 7:30 pm featuring musician Paul Laughlin and

poets Angela Ball and Sharon Gerald.

Church Council
Church Council meets on Saturday, February 4 at 9 am in Kelley Hall.

Partnership meeting Monday, February 13th - A partnership meet-
ing is scheduled at 5:00 pm at Thames Elementary school library. The
goal of the meeting is to share ideas about what a partnership between
us will involve. One idea already gaining traction is the creation of a
school/community garden, but the meeting will be open for all ideas. Any-
one interested in partnership is welcome to join us.

Adams Birthday Reception

All are invited to attend a special birthday reception for our very own
JoAnn Adams. The reception is hosted by JoAnn’s daughter, Thomasyne
Nobles. Please join JOAnn on February 4th in Kelley Hall between 2 and 4
pm in celebration of her 89th birthday!

Faith & Film
Mark your calendar for February 10th at the home of Eric and
Allison Leatherwood at 6:00 pm.

Back Door 20th Anniversary Fundraiser

Please join us for a special Wednesday night fundraising supper February
8th coffeehouse-style with short performances by Paul Laughlin (music)
Sharon Gerald (Poetry) and David Woullard & David Walker (skit). Any
and all amounts will be appreciated. If you've never been to a Back Door
evening, this will be a fine sample.

Primetimers Luncheon
Join us for a sandwich luncheon on Tuesday, February 14, at 11:30 am.
Our own Rosemary Woullard will provide a music program and cost is $6.

Crafters Guild
The crafters are getting back on track and will be meeting
this month on February 20th at 6:30 pm in Kelley Hall.

Ash Wednesday Service
Our Lenten journey begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22. A service will
follow dinner at 6:30 pm.

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly

CBF General Assembly will be held on June 20-23 in Fort Worth, TX.
Registration for the event is open and UBC rooms are reserved. If you are
attending, would like a room, or want more information, please talk to
Rusty or Ashley.

February 5-Epiphany
Sermon: “Grasshoppers”
Isaiah 40:21-31

February 12— Epiphany
Sermon: “Restoration”
Mark 1:40-45
Sermon by Ashley Gill

February 19-Transfiguration
Sunday
Sermon: “Whirlwinds and Clouds”
Mark 9:2-9

February 26-1st Sunday in Lent
Sermon: “Knowing Who We Are”
Mark 1:9-15
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February 1
Honduras Mission Team Report

February 8
Back Door 20th Anniversary
Fundraiser
*dinner provided

February 15
Church Business Meeting

February 22
Ash Wednesday Service

Feb 29-March 25:
Psalms and the Life of Faith
by Rusty Edwards

Children: Way of the Child
Youth: Biblical Narrative
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Members of our sanctuary choir are participating in a presentation of sacred music
written and conducted by Mack Wilberg. Dr. Wilberg is a composer, arranger, and
conductor. He is also the music director of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. His com-
positions and arrangements are performed and recorded by choral organizations
throughout the world including such artists as Renée Fleming, Frederica von Stade,
Bryn Terfel, the King’s Singers, Audra McDonald, David Archuleta, and even narrator
Walter Cronkite. The culmination of a multi-day festival, this program features his
Requiem and other sacred works performed with the USM orchestra and a mass choir
of nearly 600 voices. Participants include the Southern Miss Choral Activities, the
Meistersingers of the Hattiesburg Concert Association, the Gulf Coast Civic Chorale,
and twenty area church choirs.

I hope to see you there!
Taylor
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THE BACK DOOR COFFEEHOUSE
20™ Anniversary

By
David Walker, Co-Manager

Y. SR

SN The monthly Back Door Coffeehouse came into being twenty years ago to
encourage aspiring writers and musicians who work earnestly to express themselves through their
craft. We feel that the friendly support of the church to make a stage available for this harkens back
to the very beginnings of art as illumination of the deepest human thought and emotion. It is an on-
going testimony that we value such efforts as a valid part of the spiritual journey. There is always a
tension between art and the world —this much it shares with true religion, for the honest poet/writer/
musician, sees contrast between what is and what ought as motivation to search for truth. Truth for
the believer is hope. All artists desire this, though some despair. Yet even when art reflects this bar-
renness, the world is called to account for its heart. That shared purpose is the rationale for the
Back Door. While we may wish to call others to divine hope in the dark night of the soul, such shar-
ing can only be valued by those who know we appreciate their honesty, struggle, joy and despair as
brothers and sisters in a troubled age. The Back Door is not the answer, but it is an open door that
beckons and encourages those who seek one.

To mark our twentieth anniversary at UBC (March 2"™) we have scheduled THE NEW AGRARIANS
for a full concert event. The accomplished musicians who make up this trio are KATE CAMPBELL,
PIERCE PETTIS, and TOM KIMMEL. Each has established a following both nationally and over-
seas. This special night is the most ambitious event we have ever mounted. We have always kept
Back Door events as donation-only admission. This remains true for our anniversary as well, so we
are asking our friends to consider donating an amount to help the Back Door maintain its unique
mission. We are planning a special Wednesday night fund raising supper Februar y 8th — coffee-
house style with short performances by Paul Laughlin (music) Sharon Gerald (Poetry) and David
Woullard & David Walker (skit). Any and all amounts will be appreciated. If you've never been to a
Back Door evening, this will be a fine sample. We hope you'll invite friends to our regular first Friday
events and be sure to come for the 20" anniversary concert as well.
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Christian Women’s Job Corp

Through Christian Women’s Job Corp, women over 18 years of age can receive training that helps them to learn about
careers, interview tips , opportunities and guidance in transforming their lives and to grow in their relationship with God.

UBC has been a long supporter of Christian Women'’s Job Corp. Our volunteers are working diligently to help these
women transition into a new way of life. Please help us to help these women. We are currently in need of items such

as paper products, office supplies, food supplies, and classroom supplies. And especially your prayers, contributions
and volunteering. Should you have any questions or concerns please contact Jennie Noonkester or call 601-544-4855.

b

Christian Women'’s Job Corps®
A Ministry of WMU®

Ministry Needs

Paper products: cups, plates, bowls, napkins, paper towels, toilet paper, forks/knives/spoons, trash bags (13 gallon),
kleenex, and ziplock bags.

Office supplies: Office Depot gift cards, copy paper, and postage stamps.
Food supplies: coffee, creamer, bottled juices, nonperishable snacks

Classroom supplies: journals, 2 pocket/3 prong folders, notebook paper, backpacks, pens, pencils, $15 and $25 Wal-
mart gift cards for incentives.

Kitchen supplies:  pots, pans, sheet pans, cooking utensils, dish towels.

Cleaning supplies: hand and dishwashing soap, hand sanitizer, Pine Sol, Lysol spray and wipes, toilet cleaner, etc.
Computers/laptops

Porch furniture

Prayer - Christian individuals and teams to pray for the ministry.

Christian Friends - Christian women willing to pray for, encourage and serve as role models/mentors for women in
need.

Hands on Volunteers — Christian teachers, encouragers, tutors, devotional leaders, office receptionists, field trip
assistants.

Lunches — provide lunches for 12-15 (lunches needed Monday-Thursday) during the 10 week session. We need
enough individuals and or groups to cover 40 days per session. Individuals or groups may choose to provide lunch for
one day or as many days as they would like. The next session will start February 20 and end May 3, 2012.

Financial contributions
Special events: end of session celebration, family events, birthdays, holidays

Public relations:  newsletters, website/Facebook, press release, brochures, pamphlets, video programs
Transportation: car ministry, van transportation to and from classes and internships
Follow up: monthly meetings @ 6:00 pm (educational and fun programs)

Christian Men’s Job Corp:  Christian men to offer life/job skills programs to men in need

Thank You for Your Support!
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JoAnn Adams
Don Hinton

Cindy Storey
Donna Dabbs

10
15
16
17
18
18
18
19
20
20
21
22

Betty Pearson
Dorothy Netherton
Royce Nation
Allison Chestnut
Liu Shujie

Jennie Noonkester
Bill Burns

Ed Cox

Naomi Noonkester
William Hutchinson
Nell Nation

55 A b
MembeRS
i ,gqmm

EXTENDED SESSION WORKERS

5 Mary Ahua,
12 Pat Jefcoat, Joyce Craft, Bethany & Adam Rigney
19 Myra Myrick, Roseanne Crockett, Jennie Noonkester
26 Beverly Williams, Changhong Wen, Don Hinton

24
25

Beau Hinton
Anne Hutchison

e

25 Tarra Thomas

27 Chris Harwell

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

LAY READERS

DEACON
OF THE WEEK 5 Obra Quave
5 Dale Harris 15 IT_oyce <';1_|ndt l\tITeII Nation
. . ynne Hutchinson
12 Dick Allison 26 Robert and Linda Donnell
19 Linda Ginn

OFFERING COUNTERS
1st Sun Peggy and Bryant Myatt
2nd Sun Ruth Barton, Shirley McCraw
3rd Sun Al Butler, Bill Hughes
4th Sun Sam Clinton, Jerry Hetrick

Kathia Hicks, Clark Hicks

have been received

in memory of
EMORIAL -
GIFTS

Virginia Burgesss
A. L. Payne

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8: REVIEW BY ADULT AND YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES — Each Adult and Youth
Sunday School Class is requested to take a few minutes
of their class time to evaluate the church budget. The
classes are encouraged to offer comments (IN WRITING)
to the Finance Committee. These comments should be
given to the Finance Committee Chair by Monday,
January 16.

MONDAY, JANUARY 16: DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN
REPORTS to be submitted to the Finance Committee from
all church Adult and Youth Sunday School classes,
committees, councils, and church staff for suggestions
concerning the church proposed budget.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18: INFORMAL DISCUSSION BY
CONGREGATION - An informal discussion of the
comments presented by the Sunday School classes,
committees, councils, and church staff will be conducted
during the regular monthly business meeting. This
discussion period will be for suggestions to the Finance

Committee for their consideration. No formal action will
be made during this discussion period.

SUNDAYS, FEBRUARY 5, 12, 19, 26: FINANCE COMMITTEE
MEETINGS — The Finance Committee reviews suggestions
from the congregation and formulates the 2012-2013
Proposed Budget.

SUNDAY, MARCH 11: 2012-2013 PROPOSED BUDGET
PRESENTED TO THE DEACONS — The Deacons and Finance
Committee will have a joint 8:00 a.m. meeting to review
the 2012-2013 Proposed Budget.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13: 2012-2013 PROPOSED BUDGET
MAILED TO MEMBERS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21: 2012-2013 PROPOSED BUDGET
PRESENTED TO CONGREGATION — At the regular monthly
business meeting, the congregation will discuss the 2012-
2013 Proposed Budget.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25: MEMBERS WILL VOTE ON 2012-2013
PROPOSED BUDGET — At the conclusion of the 11:00 a.m.
worship service, the congregation will vote on the 2012-
2013 Proposed Budget.
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Ak . . . Non-Profit Org.
University Baptist Church Us postageg
3200 W Arlington Loop - Hattiesbourg M S 39401 PAID
Phone: (601) 264-6908 Hattiesburg, MS
o . 39401-7299
Web Site: http://www.ubchm.org Permit No. 277

Rusty Edwards, M.Div., Th.M., Senior Pastor—rusty@ubchm.org

Ashley Gill , M.Div., Associate Minister of Family Life and Education—
ashley@ubchm.org

Russell Lott , MBA, Church Administrator—russell@ubchm.org

Taylor Hightower , DM, Minister of Music—taylor@ubchm.org

Cade Jarrell, BA, Youth Director—cade@ubchm.org

Susan Fairchild , BME, MM, Organist

Connie Benedict , Financial Secretary—finances@ubchm.org

Chuck Stewart , Custodian

Return Service Requested

| [—

Welcome New Members
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